Minutes 6.08.06  Fire board minutes

1. Call to Order. 7:45 p.m.

2. Roll Call: All board members were present.  Approx. 10 Locket Ranches members present

3. Review Minutes.  Kevin reviewed the minutes about the Flagstaff Fire District offer.  Discussed the budget and the fact that it will be posted for 1 month before the County goes forward with taxing.   Minutes approved by all 3 board members.

4. Fire protection options: 

a. Jim Wheeler presented information.  Described new "intergovernmental agreements" for FFD to work with fire districts in town.  New additions to proposed service, more assistance than previously offered.  EMS service, several personnel on each truck, and several other featured services.  Auxiliary services: fuel management program, fire prevention and public education programs, all programs would be available, Firewise certification would be available regardless of whether we went with a contract.  Proposed station next to Grand Canyon trust (very near to LR).  Hope to break ground Fall 2006 or early 2007.  Rate determined by ordinance, tax rate plus secondary tax rate plus 10% surcharge.  This year it would be $1.83 per hundred dollars per assessed value.  Assessed value of whole district: $8,250,000, so amount of contract would be $151,000.  Five year agreement, but easy to get out of contract (notice of intent to terminate no later than April 1, service would terminate June 30).

b. Marty Gordon discussed the idea of a volunteer fire department.  Combination of volunteers and paid personnel.  Advantages: own infrastructure, more control.  Come together and serve the community.  Fire station would be combination of fire station and community center.  There would be sufficient funds.  We could have mutual aids with other districts and FFD.  We would have to purchase property.  Took questions from LR members.  Marty said we'd need 24/7 coverage.  Marty's proposal has three staffing plans.  Discussed that a grant could support a primary tank truck.  Discussed other systems that use less water.   "Quid" from city is an engine with 3 people.  

5. Public Input: Kevin brings up the issues (also from audience) Cost & Coverage.  People want to know the comparisons across the two plans.  A million dollar house 1,830 dollars for coverage per year.  We'd pay the city 151,000 next year.  Our own district would be 300,000 for two personnel.  Additional people would be volunteers.  What would the coverage be?   City: 24/7 for 4 people at the new proposed firehouse.  Our own service: might have other services could be provided: security, plowing, fuel management.  Brought up that even charging the maximum assessment ($3.25 per 100 dollars of assessed value), we could not meet the $300,000 budget proposal.  What kind of community involvement: 16 people to be volunteers, 2 days a month.  Discussed training and insurance.  Discussed capital reserve fund for stations, land, trucks.  Brought up idea that only the board decides at this point.  Debate about whether to pursue one of the discussed options or annexation.

6. Vote on Options: Kevin summarized his opinions on the topic.  Low turnout of people to fire board meetings, may not be able to raise the number of required volunteers.  Acknowledges the benefits of a fireboard.  We've started to pursue annexation.  Marty also acknowledged the advantages of the city plan.  Heidi also acknowledged that the city option seemed the best option.  Kevin motion to pursue the IGA contract with the city by attorney.   Seconded by Marty.  Unanimous approval by the board of this motion.  Will pursue what would happen under cases of annexation.

7. New business to be discussed at next meeting: Voting on approval of city contract.  

8. Public input:  We need to assess what the actual amount would be, to incorporate our Fire District's budget.  Need to determine what the amount will be.  

9. Adjournment  8:48 p.m.

